
 

 

P: 08 8339 1073      F: 08 8339 2876     E: dl.0107_info@schools.sa.edu.au 

Principal: Ms Chris Minear      Deputy Principal: Mr John Nielsen      www.crafersps.sa.edu.au 

ISSUE 2 

 

At this time of year schools are 

engaged in the process of developing 

Site Improvement Plans which shape 

the teaching and learning culture. 

School Improvement Plans are the 

structure and record of a school’s 

undertaking to provide teaching and 

learning, which are current, accountable 

and fit within the wider context of 

Departmental accountability.  Within the 

plan are mandated areas of Literacy and 

Numeracy and how continuous 

improvement will be achieved.  To 

support improvement other aspects of 

learning are considered from a wide 

field and for Crafers Primary School 

include aspects such as resilience, well-

being, recording and use of data, 

planning and pedagogical change.   

 

 

At the moment members of staff and 

the Governing Council are engaged in a 

consultative process to develop a site 

plan which meets the needs of our 

students and wider community over the 

next three years.  The framework to 

support improvement has three drivers: 

Focussing Direction, Cultivating 

Collaboration and Deepening Learning.  

These three drivers are at two levels; the 

systemic level and school level.  To help 

focus our direction the following 

challenge is taken from Departmental 

documents:  Challenge: Higher 

achievement, engagement, intellectual 

stretch, resilience, growth mindset for 

every learner in literacy and numeracy.  

Cultivating collaboration has two 

strands; that of strengthening 

Professional Learning Communities and 

engaging the School Community.  

 

 

Notices 
Rooms 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 Zoo Excursion 

Beginning of Year Celebrations 

Celebration Food Orders by  this 

Wednesday16th March 

Sports Day  

Sports Day Food Orders 

Diary Dates 
16 March  

Principal Tour - 9.30am 

23 March 

AGM 

24 March 

Sports Day 

Reminder! 
Public Holidays on  

14 March 

25 March 

28 March 
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Deeper learning is based on aspects of 

the Department’s Teaching for Effective 

Learning and the Student Qualities 

developed by the Governing Council and 

Students at Crafers Primary School.  

  

Student 

Qualities 

Teaching for 

Effective 

Learning 

Love of Learning 

Connection with 

the World 

Value Knowledge 

Belief in Myself 

Create safe 

conditions for 

rigorous learning. 

Develop expert 

learners. 

Personalise and 

connect learning. 

 

This Site Improvement Plan is 

significantly different in its structure, 

accountability and consultation to 

previous Site Improvement Plans in that 

it has both internal and external 

accountability and seeks to reflect the 

understandings of all stake holders in 

relation to providing for the learning 

needs of our students. 

 

Welcome Back – 
Crafers New Year 
Celebration 
The outgoing Governing Council is very 

keen to have a community event to 

welcome new families and provide an 

opportunity for families to socialise and 

meet each other. This will occur on 

Friday, March 18
th

, after school starting 

at 3.30pm. Families are invited to the 

playground to for BYO Afternoon tea 

and Drinks or alternatively join in a 

sausage sizzle from 5.00pm. (Please pre-

order sausages) 

 

Student Free Days 

Each school is entitled to have four pupil 

free days for teachers to engage in 

professional learning as a whole school. 

These days are approved by the 

Governing Council and the Education 

Director. In the parent survey from 2015 

it was requested that these days be 

identified as early as possible to allow 

families the opportunity to organise 

child care. 

Often these days may appear to be 

randomly selected for example why 

Wednesday the 13th of April. (This is in 

the last week of the school term.) The 

staff will be engaging with James 

Anderson, an author and consultant, 

who supports educators to develop 

student understandings of growth 

mindsets and themselves as strong and 

effective learners. This continues to 

build on the work of the school 

throughout the past few years. 

The second day is June 24
th

.This date 

has been identified as a time when all 

schools in the Mt Lofty Partnership will 

be involved in learning together. This 

will provide an opportunity for 

professional learning across schools. 

 

Chinese Students 
Firstly, a big thank you to the parents 

who have so graciously opened their 

homes to our Chinese visitors. The nine 

students are currently studying in our 

year 4 to 7 classes. The students are 

from Beijing and attend the Aidi 

International School. This visit is a 

fabulous opportunity for our students to 

gain an understanding of Chinese 

culture, develop a good relationship 

with a student from overseas and have 

the opportunity to share our culture. 

The students will be with us for five 

weeks and they will participate in Sports 

Day and be here for Easter. At our 

Monday Welcoming assembly the school 

band played the Australian National 

Anthem followed by the Chinese 

National Anthem. A big thank you to 

Catherine Butcher for so quickly 

teaching the band the anthem. 

 

Principal Tours 
This year there will be three Principal 

tours where I will show prospective 

parents through the school. If you have 

a neighbour or a friend who has a child 

who may wish to attend Crafers Primary 

in the future please share these dates 

(16 March, 15 June, 7 September) and 

ask them to phone the school to book 

into a tour. 

 

Book Buddies 
Just a reminder to parents of students in 

the younger classes.  Book Buddies is 

held before school every Thursday 

morning. This is a wonderful 

opportunity to read to an older student. 

This helps with improving students' 

reading and also helps students to 

develop positive relationships with 

others in the school. 

In particular boys listening to boys read 

are great role models  
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Surf Ed 
In Week 5,  Year 4 and 5 students participated in Surf Ed 

at Glenelg Beach and again on Wednesday of Week 6. 

 

Following many years of traditional swimming lessons, and 

building a strong base of swimming skills, the transition to 

participation in Surf Ed is a welcome change.  Surf 

Education is a comprehensive curriculum designed to 

develop student understanding, skills and values relative to 

aquatic safety and management. 

Sessions are conducted at the beach and the program 

consists of the following four modules: 

Surf Safety 1 – aquatic usage trends, water safety 

services and running wading, swimming, paddling and 

surfing                                        

Surf Safety 2 – Self-survival concepts, basic airway 

management, first aid and running, wading, swimming  

paddling and surfing   

Surf Smart 3 – functions of lifesaving services, beach 

characteristics, basic rescue skills and running, wading, 

swimming, paddling and surfing 

Surf Smart 4 – first aid, CPR, rescue skills and running, 

wading, swimming, paddling and surfing 

 Last week we had lovely warm weather, and the children 

had a great time, even managing to catch a few waves on 

their surf boards with rare onshore winds! We were 

fortunate to have good weather in Week 6 also, with quite 

warm and humid weather, and no real sign of the forecast 

thunder storms.  

The students were incredibly energetic, and were 

encouraged by the instructors to push themselves 

physically. We were pleased to see how well the children 

conducted themselves, and they were terrific 

representatives of Crafers Primary School. By all accounts 

the programme has been a huge success and will be much 

anticipated by Year 4 and Year 5 students for years to 

come!   

 

Meet our 2016 House Captains 
and members of the Student 
Leadership Group  

All the Year 7s are part of the Leadership Team that will 

lead by example and positively represent Crafers Primary 

School. The Year 7s prepared a speech highlighting their 

leadership skills as part of their homework at the 

beginning of this term.  22 students then decided to 

nominate themselves for the positions and presented their 

speeches to the Year 5s and 6s in Week 4.  

I am very pleased to say that each student received votes 

based on their presentations. Congratulations to all the 

Year 7s who nominated and I am excited to reveal that the 

following students have been voted to represent Crafers 

Primary as house captains or as part of the student 

leadership group in 2016. 

Student Leadership Group pictured on page 1: Daniel 

Potter, Jasmine Patrick, Lachie Nugent, Ben Thomas, 

Raphael Baker, Holly Richards, Jing-Lei Boschen, Zahra 

Court, Emily Whittaker and Sam Bush.  

House Captains: Penny May, Louisa Barnard, Reuben 

Uhlmann, Mieke Stam, Caspar White, Lucinda Watts, 

D’Artagnan Potts and Lachlan Fisher 

 

 

There have been some changes to our specialist teachers 

in 2016. Lyndall Chittleborough will continue as the 

Indonesian teacher and will conduct lessons from the 

library and upstairs art room. Physical Education will 
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2016 House Captains 

 

 

 

 

China Visitors 
Last Sunday the 6

th
 of March 2016, 9 

families were given a Chinese student 

we have given interviews to three of the 

students, Lucy, Renee and Ann. 

We asked them some questions and 

here are some of them and their 

answers: 

Lucy 

What is good about Australia? 

It is not busy in Australia unlike in Beijing 

What’s the weather difference? 

It is often cloudy in Beijing and in Australia 

it is very sunny! 

Renee 

How is the food? 

The food is good and very yummy 

How is the school work? 

Very easy school work and homework 

compared to Beijing  

Ann 

Why do you like our school? 

It is beautiful and there are lots of books 

How are the houses different? 

They are bigger and there are yards. 

They’ve flown over with their teacher 

Daisy who is staying with (Ms Cavaiuolo) 

and we asked her a few questions and 

here are her responses: 

Daisy 

How is the teaching different? 

Yes, 8 classes,  

Do you have recess and lunch? 

Yes, there is 20 minutes recess and lunch 

time.  Canteen is open every day and it’s 

like a restaurant. 

What subjects do you do? 

English, Maths, Chinese, Science, Music, 

Dance, drawing, singing, P.E, golf, 

instruments, opera, traditional Chinese 

painting, class meetings,  

How is School different? 

Private in Beijing, boarding and normal 

school, living at school is 1/3 of the whole 

school, review classes at 8:00pm Chinese 

time, clean room, blackboard and class 

room then dinner time, go to bedroom, go 

to sleep 9:00pm 

 

So far they have been to Mt. Lofty and 

Cleland, they loved all the animals as 

they have never seen most of the 

animals ever before. 

They still have lots of excursions to go 

on, but so far they are really enjoying it 

in South Australia and Crafers Primary 

School.  

Anna, Jamie, Zara (Rm 13) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 

 
www.crafersps.sa.edu.au 

CRAFERS PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 

        

                   

Lachlan &  Koosha          Bodi, Kaden & Taylor             Jasper & Jamie        lucia & Ashlea            Ada & Zara 

                   

Lucy & Louise                 Blake & Tristan           Kaitlin & Harper        Riley & Joey             Sophie & Indigo 

                            

Anneliese & Rebecca           Lillian                          Chloe            Elsa, Charlie & Poppee       Jessica &Nicola 

                      

Jordan & Stewart               Beth & Isla    Lottie & Annie                     Daniel & Callum 

This year Room 1 (Mrs. Nation’s Year 6’s) and Room 6 (Miss Shephard’s Year Receptions and 1’s) are Buddies.  Above are our 

beautiful Marbling pictures we created together. Buddy time provides children with opportunities to interact and develop 

relationships with each other.  

The children enjoyed creating these masterpieces! 

Buddy Classes 



 

 
www.crafersps.sa.edu.au 

CRAFERS PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 

Crafers Primary School Canteen News 
Here at Crafers Primary School we are fortunate to have a fantastic school canteen on site run by parent volunteers two days 

per week on Mondays and Fridays.  By way of update for 2016… 

The menu… 
This year we have redesigned the canteen menu to make it a little more eye-catching and easier to read. 

Unfortunately, due to increased cost of goods, we’ve had to put the prices up for most food items by a small amount.  The 

canteen pricing has not been increased for the past two years, and we will continue to minimise any further cost increases. 

The opening days… 
The canteen will continue to be open twice a week, on Mondays and Fridays.  (Note that the canteen will not be opening on 

Tuesdays following public holidays). 

Volunteers… 
Each year we lose a few volunteers as their kids leave the school – and we gain some new ones! Volunteers are required from 

10-12 and 12-2 on both Mondays and Fridays.  On Mondays one volunteer is required for each time slot and on Fridays two 

volunteers are required in each time slot (6 in total each week). If we don’t get enough volunteers the canteen cannot operate. 

This year we are also seeking a parent volunteer to act as a “Back-up” Canteen Manager in the event that Josie is unable to 

come in at short notice.  This parent volunteer would not have to do any food ordering, but would be required to run the 

canteen and instruct parent volunteers from around 9am to 2pm on Mondays or Fridays as needed. 

If you are interested in volunteering or helping Josie to run the canteen from time to time, please contact Josie or Chris Minear 

directly or leave your contact details with Carol at the front office Carol.Chataway163@schools.sa.edu.au. 
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