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It was pleasing to have so many 

families attending our 

acquaintance night. I know 

teachers were pleased to have 

the opportunity to share their 

ideas about learning, classroom 

procedures and plans for 2018. 

The new teachers felt very 

welcomed by parents so thank 

you. 

On Wednesday evening the 

Governing Council held the 

Annual General Meeting. Colin 

Koch the Chairperson of the 

Committee delivered his Annual 

Report which is included in this 

newsletter. The Annual Report is 

available on our website.  

 

 

Each year there is a change in 

the Governing Council with some 

retirements and new faces. I’d 

like to thank those retiring 

counsellors for their tireless 

work over the past few years. I’d 

like to extend my thank you to 

Karen George and Rebecca 

Mercier   and in particular, I’d like 

to thank Kylie Hopkins who has 

given outstanding service as the 

secretary of the committee over 

several years. 

 

 

 

TERM 1  •  16 FEBRUARY 2018 

 

Diary Dates 
 

19 February 2018 

Pupil Free Day 

26 February 2018 7pm 

RAN Volunteer Training 

26 & 27 February 2018 

Years 4 & 5 Surf Education  

1 March 2018 

Courier Cup 

12 March 2018 

Adelaide Cup Public Holiday 

23 March 2018 

Sports Day 

30 March 2018 

Good Friday 

1 April 2018 

Easter Monday 

 

 

Get this information directly to your 

phone or tablet with the  

Crafers Primary School Skoolbag App. 
  

 

mailto:dl.0107_info@schools.sa.edu.au
http://www.crafersps.sa.edu.au/
http://www.crafersps.sa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2017-Annual-report-6.pdf
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The Governing Council for 2018:  

Chairperson – Colin Koch 

Deputy Chairperson – Richard 

Fishlock 

Treasurer- Christian Freriks 

Secretary – Catherine Alcock 

 

On Monday teachers and 

support staff will be attending 

the first professional learning 

day in the Visible Learning 

program. The school began this 

journey in 2017 to respond to a 

recommendation from the 

External School Review. The 

recommendation was to 

 

‘Ensure authentic student 

influence to support the 

development of a clear 

understanding of learning 

intentions, together with 

feedback, data and evidence, to 

enable individual learner goal-

setting’   

The program continues to help 

us achieve this and the focus of 

this session will be on effective 

feedback. 

On Wednesday 21st February the 

Crafers String Orchestra will be 

playing at the Queen’s Baton 

relay event at the Stirling Oval. 

The Baton Relay will leave the  

 

 

Stirling East Primary School at 

2.40pm and arrive at 3.00pm 

with the official performances 

beginning at 3.30. A free BBQ 

will be on offer, as well as coffee 

and ice creams for purchase. 

The Gold Coast Commonwealth 

Games official mascot, Borobi 

will be attending for a meet and 

greet. 

For more information about this 

community event 

http://www.ahc.sa.gov.au/ahc-

events/Pages/QBR-Lobethal-and-

Stirling.aspx 

 

 

Chris Minear  PRINCIPAL

 

 

 

 

Crafers Primary School Governing Council 

Chairperson’s Report: AGM 14 February 2018 
 

In preparing this my fourth report to Council I have reflected long about those things that might have 

made 2017 remarkable in the life of the school. 

 

As always, the first thing to come to mind is the continuing strength of the school community as a 

whole and the wonderful children we all have the pleasure of supporting. My first remark must 

therefore be to thank parents for choosing to send their children to Crafers PS and for working as they 

do at so many levels to ensure that their children's time here is productive, happy and memorable. 

 

Staff continue to be very significant contributors to our children's success not just educationally but 

also as well-rounded citizens of this and the broader community. It is therefore with some sadness  

 

http://www.ahc.sa.gov.au/ahc-events/Pages/QBR-Lobethal-and-Stirling.aspx
http://www.ahc.sa.gov.au/ahc-events/Pages/QBR-Lobethal-and-Stirling.aspx
http://www.ahc.sa.gov.au/ahc-events/Pages/QBR-Lobethal-and-Stirling.aspx
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that we farewell staff from time to time, and at the end of the year we said goodbye to Naomi Smythe, 

Kristi Wadner, Laura Potts and Amanda McGrath. Council is grateful to them for their contribution and 

enthusiasm during their time at Crafers and to the excellent leadership that Chris Minear and John 

Nielsen continue to provide. 

 

2017 saw a number of physical improvements to the school: new carpets throughout, new equipment 

for the computing suite, purchase of a class set of iPads and an upgrade to communications to allow 

mobile telephone coverage and emergency satfone facilities. The latter will be enhanced in Term 1 of 

2018 with internet services to be brought directly to the school by fibre. 

 

In 2018 we can also look forward to very substantial playground improvements, with the school being 

successful during the latter part of 2017 in winning $150,000 in funding from the Fund My 

Neighbourhood program. The allocation of funds was in direct response to the level of demonstrated 

community support, so our success pays further tribute to the way in which our community can rally 

support, even to the extent of handing out flyers, putting up posters and casting a formal vote. 

 

The OSHC service continued to deliver a wonderful service to a growing number of families and - 

through Vacation Care - to external clients as well. We hope to undertake further improvements to the 

facility's amenities during 2018. OSHC is a function of Governing Council and we have had significant 

benefit from the joint management of the service by a committee of parent volunteers and staff. A 

national review of the service in 2017 saw our OSHC achieve or exceed all standards and OSHC staff 

are to be congratulated for that. 

 

The Canteen is also a Council function and 2017 saw the cessation of its operation while Council, staff 

and the school community considered the best way to ensure the delivery of attractive but healthy 

food at reasonable prices without relying solely on volunteers. Canteens are difficult to run without a 

strong volunteer base, and there is a conundrum in that the service responds directly to the needs of 

busy parents, yet those busy parents are not readily able to volunteer during working hours. It is 

hoped that the review will be completed early in Term 1 and service resumed using a more sustainable 

delivery model. 

 

The introduction of the Visible Learning program in 2017 was one of those initiatives that may have 

escaped some parents' attention but it is one that has already demonstrated its singular capacity to 

make tangible and positive improvements to teacher pedagogy - through staff development - and to 

children's disposition towards learning.  Council supports this program wholeheartedly and is 

delighted to see its alignment with and promotion of the Student Qualities that we wish to develop in 

all Crafers' students: Love of Learning, Connection with the World, the Valuing of Knowledge and Belief 

in Self. 

 

It is in those values and in the manner in which the staff so often extend and complement delivery of 

the National Curriculum, that Crafers School distinguishes itself from other schools in the region and 

continues to make this a school that is first choice for a growing number of families. 
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Also distinguishing Crafers are those extra-curricular activities we enjoy: a comprehensive music 

program encompassing not only instrumental tuition but the school orchestra, brass and string 

ensembles and school choir; participation in SAPSASA sport; and a very successful Pedal Prix team. The 

music program in particular benefits from extraordinary levels of voluntary support from parents and 

teachers, and we are deeply grateful for that. Our orchestra has won broad acclaim, and it was fitting 

that in 2017 members of the orchestra and the brass ensemble were presented with medals as a 

token of the School's appreciation. 

 

While mentioning awards, 2017 saw the introduction of the Crafers School Community Award for 

Kindness, Compassion and Empathy. This award was facilitated by retiring Council member Karen 

George, and acknowledges an individual student who assists others in the school on a daily basis. It is 

wonderful that the award makes more visible those often unremarked upon actions that a happy 

community depends upon for its wellbeing. Thanks to Karen and family for their inspiration and 

generosity. 

 

Hers is very typical of the input we enjoy from our parent body through membership of Council and its 

committees and those that form around special activities such as pedal prix. I extend special thanks 

here to all volunteers who have worked throughout the past year to make Council a successful and 

focused forum, to raise funds, to manage OSHC, the canteen and the uniform shop, to implement 

facilities improvements and to assist in school management through the finance committee. I reserve 

special thanks for those Council members who do not seek re-election for 2018: your efforts have 

been crucial to Crafers' success. 

 

While we are a government school, sound financial management is still a prerequisite. The fact is that 

this school has very capable management from staff, with some Council input, and along with general 

administrative management delivers a viable and successful business outcome. I thank the Principal 

and admin staff for continued achievement on that front. 

 

 

In closing I would like to make a personal observation about Year 7 and the State Government's 

apparent commitment to keeping Year 7 as part of the primary school system. My oldest son 

completed Year 7 last year at Crafers after much deliberation the preceding year about whether he 

should move on early to another middle school. While others might have a different experience, I and 

my wife found that the decision to stay was resoundingly positive: his social and educational 

development in Year 7 at Crafers - and his experience of and in community leadership - benefited 

enormously from being a 'big kid' at the peak of primary school progress. We and he are certain that 

he is much the better for it. If you face that decision soon, I would urge you to look at the personal 

development opportunities that being a 'big kid' offers. 

 

Thank you for supporting my own development through leading Governing Council in 2017! 

Colin Koch AM 

Chairman 
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Congratulations to the Crafers Primary School Kids for raising almost $300 

for the HeartKids Sweetheart Day fundraiser. Well done to Ollie and Ella 

Hopkins for organising the fundraiser and raffle. 

 

Year 7 Student Leaders 

 

 

Congratulations to the following Year 7 students who were elected into the roles of Student Leaders 

for 2018:  

 

Alessi, Anna, Hayley, Isabelle, Jamie, Lauren, Megan  

 

Students were elected by our year 3-6 students following speeches which they prepared and 

presented to the group. Student Leader duties include organising school-wide events, fundraising and 

helping younger students. 
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Year 7 House Captains 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the following Year 7 students who were elected House Captains and Vice-Captains 

for their houses for 2018: 

 

Decimus: Sophia (Captain); no Vice-Captain elected, Anna acting as vice-captain for Term 1. 

Hardy: Eddie (Captain); Katelin (Vice-Captain) 

Paxlease: Jakkrit (Captain); Phoebe (Vice-Captain) 

Wyatt: Zara (Captain); Finn (Vice-Captain) 

 

Like the Student Leaders, these students were elected by our year 3-6 students following speeches. 

Sports Captain duties include leading the houses on Sports Day, organising school-based sporting 

competitions and coordinating sports equipment borrowing. 
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Introducing the Room 6 Receptions for 2018. 

There are 25 of us in total, 12 boys and 13 girls. We have had an amazing start to the 

year learning about what happens at school.  On the first day of school we had a teddy 

bears picnic with our class Bear Charlie. We were welcomed to school with amazing 

learning bears made by Mrs McGregor and the Knitting Club (Thank you), bubbles and 

parachute games. We are all looking forward to learning more at Crafers. 

Miss Shephard 
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Student Wellbeing – Taking Risks 

 

Part of Student Wellbeing at Crafers Primary School in 2018 connects with our Visible Learning 

Dispositions. The Disposition for Term 1 is Taking Risks. 

We can become better learners by taking risks.  

This is in all aspects of our lives including joining in new activities, trying new sports, making new 

friends and learning something new with our school work. 

So far at Crafers this term teachers have focussed on providing safe environments where our students 

feel safe so that they can take risks with their learning. We have also considered our feelings and the 

feelings of others as we all undertake new challenges. 

Other areas that we will be discussing this term are: 

 That sometimes we need to take risks to learn new things. 

 That everybody makes mistakes, especially when they try something new for the first time. 

 That it is okay to make mistakes and that we can learn from them and do things better the next 

time. 

 

From Room 11 

 

Tracey Barnes 

Student Wellbeing Leader 

 


