TERM 1 • MARCH 2017

P: 08 8339 1073
Principal: Ms Chris Minear

Diary Dates
13 March
Adelaide Cup Day
21 March
Harmony Day
24 March
Sports Day
10 April
SAPSASA Hills District Athletics
13 April
End of Term 1
Get this information directly to your
phone or tablet with the
Crafers Primary School Skoolbag App.

Reminder!
Please ensure Accounts are paid
into the correct
Commonwealth Bank Account:

BSB
Acct

065144
10234369

Thank you
Please Book Early
for OSHC Vacation Care

F: 08 8339 2876

ISSUE 2

E: dl.0107_info@schools.sa.edu.au

Deputy Principal: Mr John Nielsen

On Wednesday the 22nd of
February the Crafers Primary
School Governing council held the
Annual General meeting.
The meeting was well attended and
a new Governing Council was
elected. This year we have great
continuity with the same people
having the positions as office
bearers.
The Governing Council members
are Colin Koch (Chairperson),
Richard Fishlock (Vice Chairperson),
Kylie Hopkins (Secretary),
Cindie
Smart (Treasurer) Christian Freriks,
Marie Chittleborough, Catherine
Alcock, Naidine Cullen, Karen
George, Rebbecca Mercier, Michael
Vickery.
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Supporting the work of the council
there are several committees. Each
year we ask school community
members to nominate to be a
committee member. These are the
committees and the members so
far. If you would be interested in
joining a committee and haven’t
done this as yet can you please
send
an
email
to
Carol.chataway163@schools.sa.edu.
au to express your interest.
Also, a reminder that Kate Barrie
th
will be taking leave from the 27
March. Her position as Year 7
Teacher and Primary School
Counsellor will be fulfilled by Tracey
Barnes for the duration of her leave.

We wish Kate all the best and look
forward to welcoming Tracey to
Although these are your elected Crafers.
members,
Governing
Council
meetings are open to any interested
community members.
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The Committee members so far
FINANCE: Cindie Smart (Convener),
Richard Fishlock, Kylie Hopkins,
Megan Hider
OSHC: Chris Minear (Convener),
Rosie Jarvis, Janelle Stevenson,
Catherine Alcock, Marie
Chittleborough
CANTEEN & UNIFORM: Kylie
Hopkins (Convener), Rebecca Perry,
Naidine Cullen, Josie Hollows, Julie
Hayes, Megan Vickery

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT GROUP:
Colin Koch (Convener), Michael
Vickery, Karen George, Rebbecca
Mercier, Christian Freriks
PARENTS & FRIENDS: Naidine
Cullen (Convener), Rebbecca
Mercier, Karen George
FACILITIES: Richard Fishlock
(Convener).Felicity Harrison,
Christian Freriks, Tara GrahamCochrane, John Nielsen

At the meeting I delivered the
Annual Report which is available on
http://www.crafersps.sa.edu.au/wpcontent/uploads/2017/03/0107_Ann
ualReport.pdf
The Chairperson’s Annual Report is
as follows:

CRAFERS PRIMARY SCHOOL GOVERNING COUNCIL
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT: AGM 22 FEBRUARY 2017
As a parent of two children attending Crafers Primary School - the oldest of whom is in his eighth year - I would
like to begin this report with an observation. Those who attended and worked at the school in its foundation
year, 1866, would be moved beyond belief by the changes that have occurred - not least in the School's address
but in education, in technology and in the breadth of curriculum and resources that support our children's
development. But I feel sure that they would, despite the overwhelming unfamiliarity, feel foremost the same
strong sense of community, fellowship and mutual care that characterised their village school.
While I'm sure that other schools in our region might make a similar claim, our 'small school' atmosphere,
student and staff retention rate, very active parent body and growing extra-curricular opportunities for parents
and children to build relationships, all work towards a cohesive and engaged school community. This remains an
enduring pleasure for me to observe, even though I'm no longer a regular part of the 'gathering at the gate' that
sees so many parents of Reception children begin relationships and friendships that last through to Year 7.
It is in that context that the School celebrated its 150th last year, most notably in the immensely successful 150th
Fete but also in the classroom, with students researching and exploring the school's history in myriad activities
through the year. It was especially pleasing to see so many past students attend the Fete and share their
memories. Ultimately, the vast majority of parents, families and staff was involved in the celebration through
classroom activities, Old School Day (who can forget John Nielsen ringing that bell or the effort by staff to dress
up!) and the end of year celebration. We look forward to similar whole-school events being held in the future.
Without wishing to exclude the many who burnt midnight oil, I reserve special thanks for Kylie Hopkins for the
success of the 150th Fete.
Much of what our Principal, Deputy and staff do in the course of a year goes without recognition: the fewer the
bumps and the smoother the daily routine, the less that people seem to notice. So it is fitting for me to pay
formal tribute on behalf of Council and the School community for a most successful 2016 to Chris Minear, John
Nielsen and all of their wonderful staff, including those who left us at the end of the year. I mention two of the
latter for different reasons. Sue Fox, now retired, spent many years here and was an exemplar of the dedication
and commitment that all our teachers show. We wish her well in a classroom-free life. At the other end of the
spectrum was someone who only spent a year here: Kirby Dickinson. His energy in the classroom, his bonding
with students and his huge contribution to after-hours and extra-curricular activity were a measure not only of
his character, but of the inspiration and commitment that our school and staff inspire.
John Nielsen is another whose service to the school has been remarkable over a long time, and his reluctant (I
believe!) but very capable filling of Chris Minear's position during her well-deserved leave in Term 4 was
appreciated and enjoyed by all. Thank you John.
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CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 2017 - continued
Behind the school's achievements there is also an extraordinary number of equally extraordinary parents who
contribute to the School through membership of Council and its Committees, volunteering for everything from
classroom reading and preparing lunch orders to barbecues, garden improvement and fitness training. To all
of you, I say thank you on behalf of the whole school and encourage you to continue your effort and
encourage others to share the experience. I note the retirement of members of Council at this meeting. I thank
them all and appreciate the extra effort that has been put into Council and School concerns over the past
twelve months. Two Councillors have decided not to renominate. Julie Manning has served for a number of
years and over nearly two years steered the OSHC Committee through the successful establishment of our
truly wonderful after-hours care operation. That OSHC continues to provide such a wonderful and financially
sound service is due in no small way to Julie's input. Patrick Bolte also stands down, having served most
notably on the School Development Committee and demonstrated a passionate commitment to ensuring that
Council not only met its obligations but also provided well-considered input to some of the School's
fundamental planning processes and - very visibly - the School website. The School is a better place for both
Julie and Patrick's contributions and I look forward to their examples being followed.
In 2016, Council - representing the many views that it receives - was more deeply involved in the development
of the School's cornerstone planning framework: the Site Improvement Plan. Council's role is to ensure that
the thoughts and needs of the school community are reflected in the Plan, and that the whole school body
works collaboratively to achieve students' positive development. The review of that Plan for 2017 will be a
priority for the incoming Council.
Council also contributed to the formal review of the School by DECD and the review report certainly
highlighted the level of parental engagement as one of many attributes of CPS.
When mentioning earlier the extra-curricular side of School life, I had several things in mind, each of them a
fine example of the 'above and beyond' attitude that permeates School life. Around half of our students learn
a musical instrument within the school day. This is truly remarkable and the musical side of CPS has become a
strong point of difference and celebration. It is a tribute to our music staff and the many specialist teachers
and mentors who inspire and encourage our fine musicians in the making. Some 40-50 students also
participate in Pedal Prix and over a number of years Crafers has occupied all places on the winners' podium.
Parents of these students, and supporting staff, have built a formidable training and competition regime of
which we can all be proud. Involvement in SAPSASA, in the Festival of Music, in After School Performance
Group... what a lively place our children bring us to!
Amongst the extra-curricular is the work of the Parents & Friends/Fundraising Committee. As in all cases at
CPS, for 'committee' read 'people', for that's who's responsible. Quiz night, barbecues at every event,
Mothers'/Fathers' Day stalls… these raised $24,459 in 2016. Fundraising lets us achieve many things that would
otherwise not be possible, and Naidine Cullen deserves special thanks for her continuing commitment to the
process.
But in the end, it is not in our achievements that we find our measure, but rather in the way we rise to the
challenges we meet. I believe that we - as a whole school community - can lead, support and prepare our
children even better when facing a future that is uncertain in employment opportunities and economic
challenge. We can find new ways to use technology in a more innovative and creative manner. And as parents,
we can find better ways of using home education, stimulation and challenge to complement the work done in
the classroom.
As my oldest child enters his last year at Crafers, I reflect on all that Crafers has given him, on all that I and his
mother hope he learns this year, and on the prospect of his secondary school recognising him as another fine
graduate of Crafers Primary School.
Finally, I thank Council for letting me contribute in my own small, sometimes idiosyncratic way. It is a pleasure
to do so.
Colin Koch AM
Chairman
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Stirling District Kindy Visit
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Media Studies 2017
This year will follow a similar path to that of last year where we begin with review and development of
research and library skills, then moving into various digital technology/media art focuses.
Our main focus for library has been on locating physical print resources. Many classes have put these
skills into practice and have presented their findings in group or individual presentations. Our junior
classes are discovering the non-fiction section of the library and breaking down how the structure of
non-fiction books can help them to locate information.
As we move into our Media Arts/Digital
Technologies learning each year level has a
different focus:
Our youngest students are developing their
basic computer skills through a variety of tasks
and programs. They have also been exploring
the iPads; discovering different apps and
sharing their knowledge with each other. This
early learning will help to set them up to be
successful as they move through their
schooling.
Our primary years are currently exploring the
world of peripheral devices. A peripheral device is any external device that can be connected to a
computer. These range from something as simple as a mouse or keyboard through to scientific
devices such as digital microscopes and soil probes. The students are thinking and learning about how
these items can be used in conjunction with computers to create a multitude of different products and
data.
Upper primary will be focusing on
photography and the different ways we
can represent the same item. They will
focus on how to use framing and angles to
change the audience view of a subject.
They will explore how to use different
programs to manipulate their pictures to
once
again
change
the
audience
perspective of their subject.
Looking forward to another
amazing learning and creating,

year

of

Elke
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Magic at Crafers
Crafers Primary School had a magical experience
on the 8th March because the marvellous
magician, Paul Dabek, visited us and performed a
fabulous, engaging magic show, including may
spectacular tricks. The school gym was filled with
laughter, giggles, cheers, claps, smiles and most
importantly it was full of enjoyment and everyone
had fun.

They were all thrilled he was picked to be the
volunteer. Mr Menzell strolled onto the stage and
Paul passed him a small rectangular piece of
paper. Mr Menzell was told to draw a $100
Australian note, but because he didn’t know who
was on the note he decided to draw himself. Paul
took it from him and fantastically turned it into a
Chinese yen.

As the students began to gather in the gym the
noise became louder as we all chatted excitedly.

Mr Menzell was asked if he wanted to gamble it
for the mystery prize in the brown paper bag.
The school became loud again as we all
enthusiastically roared GAMBLE, GAMBLE,
GAMBLE! Or KEEP IT, KEEP IT, KEEP IT! Would you
decide to keep it or gamble it?

Eventually, Paul walked into the gym and the
school went quiet. Firstly, he introduced himself
and exclaimed that he was from London, England.
Paul’s first trick included ordinary cards. He then
threw those cards in the air and they all
mysteriously disappeared. Marvellous magician
Paul then tossed another card in the air and a
couple more, all of them disappeared
impressively.
Mr Dabek’s next trick involved cards again. He
had five cards in his hand and he tossed away
two, 5 – 2 = 3 WRONG!!!! It was not three, it was
five! Paul still had five cards in his hand. Paul
repeated this trick and everyone clapped in
amazement.
After that he showed us some sneaky tricks with
his red ribbon, a superb rope length- changing
trick and he made two colours and merged them
into one!
Next the magical magician needed a volunteer for
his next wonderful act. Nearly the whole school
raised their hands eager to be chosen.
After Mr Dabek randomly chose someone, he
grabbed some tissues out of his bag and handed
them to his volunteer. Unexpectedly Paul stuffed
the tissues in his mouth and asked his volunteer
to hold the tissue that was now connected to a
stick. The volunteer then needed to walk as far as
possible. The tissue paper managed to reach the
end of the gym. Everyone was speechless how it
went so far and left surprised and wondering.
Paul did many more funny, amazing, loud and
spectacular tricks. All of them blew our minds.
The most amazing trick included a teacher
volunteer, the students of a year five class ended
up nominating their teacher Mr Menzell.

Mr Menzell chose to gamble the rare Chinese yen.
The prize was a yellow banana …
At least Mr Menzell was able to have it for lunch
but then Paul peeled the banana, split it in half
and astonishingly Mr Menzell’s original drawing
was inside the banana.
Although it was sticky and smelt of bananas we all
gave a huge round of applause.
Paul’s last trick was loud … he popped a balloon
with a pointy, shiny, sharp needle.
POP!!!!!
Paul said goodbye and began to pack up. The
school became a noisy zoo once again as we all
stood up and left the school gym fascinated.
Overall Paul’s performance was magical, fantastic,
wonderful, spectacular, funny and enjoyable.
If you would like to go see more of Paul Dabek’s
super magic, you can find him at the ‘Adelaide
Fringe’. His show is called the ‘I hate children,
children show’. For more information go on the
internet.
Comments from people …
“Good, because it was funny.” Ella Grandison,
Room 11, Year 3
“I love magic.” Izzy Calvert-Smith, Room 13, Year 6
“It was amazing.” Toby Basford, Room 11, Year 3
“I liked it.” Mila McLeay, Room 4, Year 1
Report by Kente Jones, Room 13, Year 6
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SAPSASA – Hills District Swimming Carnival
nd

On Thursday, 2 March Crafers Primary competed in the annual ‘Courier Cup’ at the Mountain Pool, Mount
Barker. Nineteen students represented our school in the U/ 10 to U/13 age divisions: Ada Harvey, Ashlea
Naglis, Bella Masters, Charlie Lewis, Clare Naglis, Eddie Barnard, Jakob Struve, Jamie Dunn, Jessica Corones,
Joey Hutson, Josh Masters, Kaitlin Teichert, Loren Roberts, Louise Kelly, Max Bush, Oliver Corones, Rosie
Harvey, Saffron Mundy and William Thomas.
Each member of our team competed with a positive
attitude and gave their best effort in representing
Crafers Primary while their teammates cheered them
on from the poolside. It was great to see lots of
support and encouragement. Crafers had a very
successful day at the pool with a number of students
achieving either a first, second or third place for their
respective events. Our freestyle and medley relay
teams were brilliant, getting into the finals and both
placing third for the district. This is a huge feat as
Crafers as we have never progressed to a relay final
rd
before. With all this success, Crafers finished 3 overall
in the Hills District.
Well done to all those who competed and a special thank you to all the parents who came to support and
assist at this event. We couldn’t have done it without you!
An extra congratulations needs to be given to the students who have been selected to represent the Hills
District Team at the SAPSASA State Swimming Carnival at the Marion Swimming Centre. These students are:
Ada Harvey, Ashlea Naglis, Charlie Lewis, Jessica Corones, Max Bush, Ollie Corones and William Thomas.
Victoria Gaetjens

Harmony Day 2017

Crafers
Primary School will
be
celebrating Harmony Day on Tuesday
the 21st of March.

Music 2017
Music this year has got off to a flying start
thanks to our private music providers. Special
thanks go to all our private music providers,
who not only take students individually, but
also provide opportunity for performance
through ensembles and concerts. It was great
to see the strings back on deck during the last
couple of assemblies.
The uptake of music by you for your children is
quite amazing, with over 150 students making
use of this service. The music program adds a
sense of vibrancy to the school, especially with
the strings being part of our assemblies.

Students are encouraged to wear
orange on the day to show their
support.

Everyday, you hear music happening in some
part of the school. In fact our part of the hills is
alive with the sound of music! It is with a sense
of excitement we look forward to the continued
development of the music program for our
students.

Kate Barrie

John Nielsen

This year’s message
will be explored during class time.
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